
C:\Documents and Settings\Gabbie Sharp\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\OLKF3C\Meeting 26-05-2009 (2).doc  Page 1 of 2 

Minutes of a Meeting of 

Thompson Parish Council 
held in the Thompson Village Hall on Tuesday 26

th
 May2009 

   

Suspension of meeting: 

The Chairman suspended the meeting for public participation and for Mr Cowen to present a report.  Although present at the meeting 

Mr Monson felt that in view of the imminent elections it would be inappropriate for him to present a report but instead restrict his 

participation to answering questions from those present at the meeting. 

Breckland District Councillor, Mr Cowen, gave a report from Breckland District Council. He said that this should have been a settled 

year for the council with good management team in place but they had been hit by the Icelandic bank collapse.  Investments had been 

made with these banks following treasury guidance.  Approximately £40 million was invested thus and about 80% of this will be 

repaid over the next 2 to 3 years.   Because Breckland’s finances are in a healthy condition service provision is hardly suffering at all 

at the moment.  Breckland currently has a balance budget, however continuing low interest levels may be problematic.   

Local Government Review (LGR) continues to be a problem with the Boundary Committee still trying to force changes which could 

see Breckland’s district provision increasing by 75% for no significant increase in quality or range of service.  

The Audit Commission has published its annual letter and rates Breckland as high level three “good” for its Use of Resource 

Assessment despite having the lowest district portion of council tax in the country. 

Local Development Framework (LDF) is proceeding to programme with the secretary of State appointing an Inspector prior to the 

examination public.  It is likely that towards the end of 2009 the adoption will occur of some of the policies, with some of the core 

policies now being considered in planning applications.  A Planning Obligations Newsletter dealing with section 106 has been 

published.   

Breckland Housing secured significant investment in the year for affordable housing resulting in the building of 256 units compared 

to the target of 100.  In the current economic climate repeating this will prove challenging.  

The chairman opened the meeting to questions from the public: 

Mr Francis asked about the building of houses outside the settlement boundary in villages with a settlement boundary.  Mr Cowan 

said that planning officers were duty bound to recommend rejection of applications falling outside the settlement boundary but that it 

was possible for such applications to be taken to committee and discussed on merit with the planning officer’s decision being 

overturned without setting a precedent.  Affordable housing for Thompson would be such a case, most building land within the 

Thompson settlement boundary is already built on. 

To a question from the Chairmen about expansion of Thompson Mr Cowen said that he was in favour of controlled growth in rural 

communities to main vitality of the rural village.  There is in the LDF a rural windfall allowance of 3000 homes across the district 

over the life of the plan to cover the eventuality that development of affordable housing may be needed in rural areas where there is 

no settlement boundary or where the boundary is very tight.  Mr Cowen was asked to define Affordable Housing he replied that this 

was housing that was built and is available at below market price and is provided by registered social landlords.  

Mr Monson was asked about the possibility for the speed limit signs on the B1075 at Stow Bedon being moved to make them more 

visible.  Mr Monson will have this investigated.   

The chairman commented on the poor state of the recently resurfaced section of road between Merton crossroads and the War 

Memorial.  Mr Monson said that he would have this investigated. The Chairman thanked Both Mr Monson and Mr Cowen for 

attending the meetings and restated the meeting. 

 

1. Present:   Mr Johnson, Mrs Josiah, Mr Robertson, Mrs Winslow, Mr Gregory, Mrs Sharp, Dr Murphy, 13 Members of the 

public, Mr Cowen (Breckland Councillor) and Mr  Monson(Norfolk County Councillor). 

 

2. Apologies for Absence:   None. 

 
3. Declaration of Interest:   Mrs Winslow as a Trustee of Thompson Millennium Green Charitable Trust declared an interest in 

item 7.1.  This was not thought to be prejudicial. 

 

4. Approval of the Minutes: 

 
4.1. Of the meeting held on 17 March 2009: It was proposed by Mrs Sharp and seconded by Mrs Josiah that the minutes 

were a true record of the meeting held on 17 March 2009 and were signed as such by the Chairman. 

 
4.2. Of the meeting held on 01 May 2009:   It was proposed my Dr Murphy and seconded by Mrs Winslow that the minutes 

were a true record of the meeting held on 01 May 2009 and were signed as such by the Chairman. 

 

5. Matters Arising: 

 
5.1. Laptop Computer:   It was confirmed that this was now with Wayland Community High School. 

 

5.2. Parish Council Training Day:   The training day was very successful with 11 delegates attending from Stow Bedon and 

Breckles, Great Hockham and Thompson.  The subjects dealt with were the roll of the Parish Council/Councillor and there 

incumbent responsibilities.  A lot of detailed information given in handout form.  Feedback was positive with sufficient 

interest to spark further events. 
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5.3. Defibrillator:   A wide ranging discussion ensued regarding the practicability of such an item within the village and the 

extra training required necessary for the successful its use, e.g. the need for it to be used in conjunction with CPR.  It was 

decided to seek further information from Mrs Halls, First Response and Theresa Blake (regarding CPR training) and discuss 

the matter at the next meeting. 

 

6. Correspondence: 

 

6.1. Defence Estates:   The battle area will be extensively used during the period 27 May2009 to 19 July 2009 with simulated 

artillery attacks, mortar fire, helicopters and fast jets making low passes adding to increased noise levels during the period. 

 
6.2. Section 106 Newsletter:  Dealing with developers pre-payments towards children’s play areas and indoor sport facilities.  It 

also seeks to define the Parish groupings for this.  This latter matter needs to be considered with regard to the group which 

includes Thompson. 

 
6.3. Norfolk Constabulary: Timetable for visits of the Mobile Police Office.  Thompson is not on the timetable and it was felt 

that the Acting Parish Clerks should send a letter requesting Thompson’s inclusion into the timetable. 

 

7. Resolutions: 

 

7.1. That Thompson Parish Council agrees to act as the sole Trustee for Thompson Millennium Green Charitable Trust:  

Mrs Winslow expressed the view that there was a potential, should fund raising committee cease to exist, for the costs 

upkeep of the green to be passed on to the village in the form of an increased Parish precept.  The chairman said that the 

fund raising committee cannot cease to exist as it is part of the charity and should they have a project that is outside their 

balances then they could approach the council for financial assistance.  As not everyone would approve of this it would be 

exercised with extreme care.  The motion was proposed by Mr Gregory and seconded by Dr Murphy and the resolution 

passed with the abstention of Mrs Winslow. 

 

7.2. That Thompson Parish Council agrees to act as the sole Trustee for Thompson Village Hall Charitable Trust:   The 

Village Hall is close to becoming a Charitable Trust and therefore it is necessary to consider trusteeship of the this body.  

The Resolution was proposed by Mrs Winslow and seconded by Mrs Sharp and passed unanimously. 

 

8. Finance: We have received £2000 for the first part of the precept and will receive the balance in about six months time.  The 

balances of Parish Council look strong but we have not got the latest statement.  The figures will be presented at the next 

meeting. 

 

9. Reports: Already presented in the Annual Meeting and earlier in the suspended part of this meeting. 

 

10. Planning:   No Planning Applications have been received since the last meeting. 

 

11. Any other business: There was no other business. 

 

12. Date of Next Meeting: 16 June 2009 at 7.30pm in Thompson Village Hall. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.45pm 

 

 

Signed as a true record of the meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

J R Johnson 

Chairman 


