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Minutes of the Thompson Annual Parish Meeting  
held in Thompson Village Hall at 7.00pm  

on Thursday 15 May 2014 
 
Present: Kate Winslow (Chair of Thompson Parish  Council), 7 members of the 
electorate and two others                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

1 To sign as correct the minutes of the last meeting held on 23 May 2013: The 
minutes of the last meeting were read and signed as correct.  

2 Report from the Chairman of Thompson Parish Council:  During this year we 
have had one resignation from the Council – Jean Josiah.  The Council wishes to thank 
her for her valued contribution to the Council over the years she was a member.   
Despite advertising the vacancy we had no one come forward, we have now had interest 
from somebody and thy will be co-opted onto the Council at the meeting following this 
parish meeting.  Unfortunately another Councillor has also just resigned - Laurie Hull as 
he is relocating to France to live.  We also thank Laurie for his contribution to the 
Council and also his chairmanship of the Millennium Green committee.  The vacancy is 
now being advertised.  If you are interested in becoming a parish councillor, please 
follow the instructions on the displayed notices or contact the parish clerk. 
There were several planning applications requiring decisions throughout the year.   
Again we had to discuss the plot adjacent to the Thatched House, this was for the 
outstanding reserved matters. The revised application had the building with a larger 
footprint and other minor alterations. Again we stated our objections and lost.   We are 
pleased to report that the outline planning consent for a New Community Village Hall 
was approved.  An application for a larger solar array was put in by Raker farms.  Some 
objections were raised as to close proximity of a property, but again plans were passed 
with the condition that landscaping screening  was to be erected before the array. 
Several other small applications were received and all of these have been approved by 
Breckland. One retrospective application was received this was partially rejected by 
Breckland Council. 
The CPRE footpath project reported on last year has now reached its conclusion with a 
submission of a written report.  We are waiting for feedback.  As some funding was 
available it is hoped to have an interpretation board produced showing all the current 
footpaths and items of interest and erect this on the Green. 
As trustees of the Town Land charity £480 was paid out this year to 5 recipients.  Two 
less than last year,  
The Council held a litter pick in October and again in April in and around all the 
approach roads to the village and the village itself.  This proved very successful with 
several parishioners helping.  We are hoping to hold these regularly, once or twice a 
year. 
After waiting nearly 12 months for the movable speed signs in the village, they suddenly 
appeared for a couple of weeks.  Now we are on this list we should get them on a regular 
basis. 
The Council did not raise the precept again, despite the fact that no Local Council Tax 
support grant was to be received from Breckland.  Following a campaign by Swanton 
Morley PC, Breckland Council reinstated this grant and we will again receive an amount 
of around £200. 
 I just add a thank you to all fellow Councillors’ and the Clerk for their hard work and 
their support to me during the last year. 
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3 Reports from Local organisations: 

3.1 Report from Thompson Millennium Green Charitable Trust: The following 
report of the years activities was read to the meeting. 
Events and Activities 
The third Thompson 5/10K was held on 7th September 2013. The day went well with 109 
runners taking part, double the number from 2012. This year the event was part of the Norfolk 
athletics calendar and attracted many more club runners. Net proceeds were £1,183 which 
makes the event a significant contributor. Thanks once again to the WI, the Parish Council and 
many volunteers who all helped make the day a success. Tesco once again kindly donated the 
water for the event. The Run for 2014 is scheduled for 7th September.A very successful 
Thompson Live was held on the Green during the summer with the organisers donating £200 
to the Millennium Green funds. 
Flagship Housing approached the Management Committee requesting an easement to permit 
them to drain surface water from a proposed new development on Tottington Road into a ditch on 
the Green. After taking advice this has been agreed and the Green will receive a fee of £2,000 to 
support development work. 
Pond 
Of the grant from the Big Lottery £1,685 remains to be used for future work on the Pond and 
environs. The Pond has been very full for much of the year which has restricted opportunities for 
maintenance but a tidy up will be scheduled for later this summer. It is proposed to work on a 
drainage plan involving clearing the ditches where silted up to improve drainage on the Green 
generally and to improve the Pond. 
Maintenance 
The Green continues to be kept in good order by CGM, now in the third year of a three year 
contract. Some repairs have been undertaken on the flint walling but more work will be required 
as there are other areas where the old mortar is crumbling. 
CGM has recently been contracted to carry out work to rejuvenate the 'the wild flower meadows' 
on both sides of the path, in line with the development plan drawn up by Amanda Borrows, our 
resident ecologist. This will take the form of a programme of flailing and removal of cuttings 
over three years. 
Play Equipment 
Norfolk Games and Frames (NGF) visited to give advice on minor repairs to the existing 
equipment as recommended in the 2013 RoSPA report. The opportunity was taken to discuss new 
equipment - e.g. swings, climbing frames - and proposal are awaited. Once received these will be 
discussed, alternative quotes obtained if necessary and new equipment installed later this year. A 
further consultation was held on play equipment and other development ideas on the back of a 
consultation event in support of the proposed new Community Centre. The feedback obtained 
supported earlier consultations which supported a mix of equipment to support toddlers, young 
children and pre/early teens. 
Finances 
The Trust's funds are in a strong position ending 2013 almost where they started: total reserves 
were a little over £31,700 on 31st December, a net loss of only £78.19 over the year. The 
accounts have been passed to Lisa Harrison for inspection. 
At the start of 2014 a budget for the year anticipated a loss of £230. That included £100 
contingency but did not factor in the costs for work on the meadows nor a compensation fee 
payment from Flagship, as the amounts in both cases were unknown at the time. As a 
consequence the out-turn for the year is likely to be somewhat different and may vary further 
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depending on possible spends on the Pond and play equipment in addition to possible new 
income and donations. 

3.2 Report from Thompson Parish Church:  The following report of the years 
activities was read to the meeting. 
This year has seen a real feeling of unity between the six churches whose congregations 
regularly worship together every week. St Martins Church Thompson has benefitted in 
so many ways from the generous support of everyone in the other five parishes. 
Thompson could not have stood alone to face the hefty extra financial pressures that we 
now have. With all six churches now standing together there is an air of expectation and 
real hope for future growth. Plans are already afoot for a fantastic six churches 
spectacular flower Festival in 2015. PCC members have attended numerous workshops 
and advice seminars and have been researching ways of maintaining and taking 
Thompson Church forward in difficult times of massive financial demands amid falling 
attendances. The PCC feel it is vital to try and maintain Thompson Church not just as a 
historical monument, important as that is, but as part of a growing and thriving united 
benefice for the needs and service to the people of Thompson now and in the future. 
The feeling of change and growth is also beginning to have a local effect for us. When 
Betty told us a year ago that she would be retiring as Church Warden we realised that it 
would be difficult to replace her and of course Lavender, who had faithfully served us for 
so many years. We feel extremely fortunate to have found Katharine and Jo who are now 
are new ChurchWardens to follow in their footsteps. We also have a new Verger, a new 
treasurer and four new members of the 9 strong PCC. 
 
 The St Martin’s Fund Raising Team was formed in August last year.The membership 
consists of, and is open to, both church and non church goers with an open invitation for 
any Thompson residents to join us whenever they are able.To date we have held the 
following events: 
 
September 2013 Harvest Lunch (at which the children from chernobyl joined us) 
September 2013      Lavenders Lunch 
October 2013           Sponsored walk of The North Norfolk Coastal Path 
December 2013       Craft stalls at Thompson and Watton Christmas Events 
January 2014 Epiphany Supper. This was well attended with approximately 80 people 
there enjoying medieval entertainment, a hot supper (& a hot church!). This event was 
sponsored by Barclays Bank in Watton and  raised over £1,600. 
May  2014           The Alyth Choir concert. Our thanks to Bronwyn for making this 
possible. 
 
Our ongoing Lottery Draw and newspaper collections continue to bring in a small but 
welcome income. We hope that Wi Spire will become available for Thompson residents 
very soon and this should also generate a small but steady income for our church. A 
survey is to be carried out in the next few weeks. 
 
Future events include: 
 
22 June  Midsummer merriment – a family picnic and entertainment in the 

Church 
12/13 July        Art & Flower Festival  - The theme this year is “Saints”.  Lunches & 

teas will be served. 
13 September  Cream Tea & College Farm as part of the Brecks Food Festival 
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1 September  Lavender’s Lunch Annual lunch at College Farm in memory of    
Lavender. 

12 October  Harvest Lunch in the church following our Harvest Festival. 
 
The PCC would like to thank the Parish Council for their generous donation of £500 
which goes towards maintenance at the church, eg, hedge cutting, lawnmower costs 
(petrol & repairs), the mole man and general maintenance.  Next year we would like to 
spend some of this money on a bench and landscaping an area at the back of the church 
for people to have somewhere to sit quietly in the graveyard. 
We are planning to have a tidy up in the church grounds (all welcome) on Saturday 31st 
May. 
Despite Father Bob being on sabbatical for 3 months the numbers at the group worship 
services have remained steady (40 + each week).  The PCC and the Fund Raising Team 
are feeling very optimistic about the church and it’s fund raising activities and are 
looking forward to the year ahead with great enthusiasm, whilst also being grateful to 
Betty for all the work she has done over the past years.  She will be a hard act to follow!   

3.3 Report from Thompson Village Hall Committee: No report. 

3.3.1 Coffee Mornings: Lynn Callnon reported that at this meeting a year ago that our 
income from the Coffee Mornings had gone towards the New Community Hall fund. 
During the following six months we raised a further £380 for this fund, and then we 
were requested to revert to supporting the existing Village Hall’s operating costs, raising 
another £300 to date this year. 
We hold Coffee Mornings in the Village Hall on the first and third Tuesday mornings of 
each month, plus on additional Tuesdays when the Walking For Health group comes to 
Thompson, which is roughly every 3 or 4 weeks (dates are shown in The Waylander). 
The greater part of our income derives from the walking group, for which we are very 
grateful, but we look forward to seeing more villagers who can spare half an hour or so 
on a Tuesday morning, to chat with neighbours or visitors over a reasonably priced cup 
of tea/coffee and cake or biscuits.  Sometimes the conversation can become quite 
animated! 
Many thanks to those who help us out occasionally with serving and washing up. 
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3.4 Report from Thompson Women’s Institute: Kate Winslow reported for the 
Thompson WI as follows: We had our usual varied mix of speakers and events this year 
ranging from permaculture, the life of a Norfolk family in the 1900’s, a return visit from 
the West End Waiters, a talk on rallying by Derek Webb; we opened this meeting to 
husbands and partners as well; our local historian also giving on a talk on tracing family 
history.  A new venture was to hold a film night, complete with ice creams and popcorn.  
This proved very popular and I am sure will be repeated.  The resolutions meeting had 
us again eating with fish and chips and a beetle drive.  Our garden party (held in the 
Village Hall) last July was a great success as the weather was kind to us. Usually we do 
not meet in August but being our anniversary year as a special event some of our 
members had a coach trip to Sandringham.  This was thoroughly enjoyed by everyone; 
perhaps we will make an outing an annual event.  October saw a change in our usual 
programme with our annual birthday dinner being postponed to November (the 
president being on holiday!!) and a very successful games evening was organised by the 
newer members of the committee.   Therefore November saw our diamond anniversary 
year culminating in a fabulous meal prepared by  Jill Williamson and held by kind 
permission of Mr & Mrs Williamson.  A small gift was given to every member.  
 We again entered darts and ten pin bowling competitions.  The darts team again won 
through to the finals and the bowling team moved up the league a little (the one bonus 
this year being that we were above one of the teams we played in the competition). 
We continue to be an active part village life, helping to provide refreshments at the 
annual flower festival etc.                
Our membership is up this year with a number members joining us this year so far both 
from the village and outside of the village.                 
Again there was no election at our AGM and the main officers continue in their posts. 

3.5 Report from Stitchers Group: No report 

3.6 Thompson Community Hall Project: No report.  

3.7 Report from Wayland Partnership: No report 

4 Any Other Business not already notified: There being no other business the 
meeting closed at 7:35 PM. 


