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Thompson Parish Council (TPC) 

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held in Thompson Community Hall 

7.30pm on Tuesday 19 March 2019 
 

Present: Jean Kaye  Chair 

  Duncan Gregory Vice-chair 

  Alan Dujon 

Ian Robertson 

Roy Shovelar 

Irene Smith 

Kate Winslow  

  Kim Austin  Clerk 

  Phil Cowen  District Councillor 

  Fabian Eagle   County Councillor 

 

Also present: 18 members of the public. 
 

The meeting opened at 19:30  

 

1. To consider accepting apologies for absence 

There were no apologies for absence. 

    

2. To record declarations of interest from members in any items on the agenda 

There were no declarations of interest. 

 

3. To approve the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting on Tuesday 15 January 2019  

The minutes had been circulated prior to the meeting. Cllr. Kate Winslow proposed approval of the 

minutes and Cllr. Duncan Gregory seconded. On a vote this was carried unanimously and the minutes 

were duly signed by the Chair, Cllr. Jean Kaye. 

 

4. To discuss any matters arising from the minutes (Tuesday 15 January 2019) not on the agenda. 

There were no matters arising from the minutes. 

 

5. Presentation Emily Warner (EW) from ARP gave a presentation and answered questions about planning 

application 3PL/2019/0155/F (now submitted) for 7no. market dwellings (2x 3 bedroom bungalows, 4x4 

bedroom house, 1x5 bedroom house) 2no. affordable dwellings (2x 3 bedroom houses) off Marlpit Road. 

EW clarified that ARP were planning consultants employed to assemble and submit planning applications 

and to give advice on planning matters. They are not architects. They were all about small scale growth 

in sustainable locations and bringing benefits to the community such as affordable housing. Much of 

the presentation was based on the emerging Local Plan and not on the current Breckland Local Plan 

which the application would be compared to. There were questions/comments from the public.  

Timescale. District Cllr. Cowen commented that the emerging Local Plan (LP) was not yet adopted and 

any amendments to the plan may not be adopted until September 2019. Therefore, this application is 

quoted as being in accordance with a plan that doesn’t yet exist.  

Settlement Boundary. The application is outside the settlement boundary. The boundaries are not 

changing so it will always be outside the settlement boundary. If this application was passed it would 

encourage all developments that were previously refused because they were outside the boundary, to 

re-submit, and there would be nothing to stop them doing that. 

Flooding and foul water. No mention in the planning application.  

Sustainability. Thompson is not sustainable where new development is concerned, so under the current 

Local Plan this application would not go forward. Previous smaller applications have been refused for 

this reason, so how could this application for a large development even be considered ? Why should a 
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bigger development be approved ? Emerging plan talks about small scale development. A member of the 

public called this a ‘microsociety’. 

Access. The plan shows two access points appearing to be one for affordable housing and one for the 

higher end houses. Is this because the people in the high end houses won’t want to drive past the 

affordable housing ? EW said this was not the case. Note: Building on this site has been refused before 

due to access issues. There are only 4 houses with access from that stretch of Mill Road. It was asked 

why the access was opposite these properties ? EW said it was to have the best visibility splays from 

the new site. 

Drainage. Flooding has been a problem in this area in the past. Ditches need maintaining. EW was asked 

how the new development would cope. EW explained there would be an underground system that would 

collect and hold the water and then release it – into the ditches ! so the problem would be the same ! 

Volume of cars. EW said they presumed 3 cars per household, therefore 24 cars ! Reference sites 

had been quoted in ARP documents in Yorkshire, Shropshire and Cheshire. When asked if these sites 

were comparable, EW said she was not sure. This is an unwelcome increase in traffic on an already 

dangerous road. There had been an accident on this stretch and although the car had been written off 

it had been classified as minor by the authorities. At peak times when the road is used for the school 

run it is very dangerous, A cyclist reported that several times they had nearly been collided with. 

Documentation. It was considered ARP was a large organisation producing polished, corporate 

documents for developers, full of fantasies and not helping the community. The ARP planning document 

is pitched at a council that is struggling and vulnerable with processes being outsourced etc. 

School. Had ARP checked if there were places at the local school ? Reality is that it is full. EW made 

a strange comment that they didn’t expect to have many children in this new development. So, who was 

to live in the 4 and 5 bedroom houses ? 

Affordable housing. Why is this development not all affordable housing ? EW said any development 

should provide a mix and said there was a need for 5 bedroom houses. Assume the rationale for this is 

money. What is to stop developers from changing the affordable units to high end dwellings once the 

plans have been approved ? EW said this only happens on rare occasions but does happen occasionally. 

It was noted that the site planning notice only went up 2 days ago. 

Housing policy. The draft amended Local Plan indicates 5% growth between now and 2036, which is 6 

houses (2 already approved).  Over the period to 2036 this would equate to ~ a quarter of a house per 

year. The proposed 8 dwellings would use up all the allocation (and more) and therefore would limit any 

other growth in the village. This application alone is ~7% and should therefore be disregarded. 

Wildlife survey. There is evidence of protected species in this area. It was thought a much more 

thorough wildlife survey should be carried out. EW said they would do more surveys. 

10m perimeter zone. This zone would need to be maintained. Residents not sure how or by whom it 

would be maintained. Residents would not be able to fence their gardens as this would prevent access 

to the zone. How are ditches going to be kept clear ? The question was not answered. 

Cllr. Kaye thanked Emily Warner for attending. 

 

6. To adjourn the meeting for public participation  

Meeting adjourned at 20.15 and opened to the public. 

Speeding. Roads used for the school run had become a dangerous ‘rat run’. The drivers drive too fast 

and they do not stop at the junction. Seriously dangerous, especially in the winter when this junction 

is not gritted. Parents are putting children at risk, driving without due care and attention. The problem 

is also extended into Merton. The police engagement officer had been contacted previously and they 

turned up with 2 beat officers within 2 days, between 4 and 7pm which is not when the speeding occurs. 

3pm is the worst time when parents are collecting their children. Parents park both sides of the road 

so that tractors can’t get through. Road markings need redoing and perhaps there should be a stop sign 

at the end of the road. 

It was suggested a letter be sent from the school governors to all parents asking them to drive with 

due care and consideration for others. This had been done before, and maybe is time for a reminder. 

Community speed watch was mentioned, as too was the need for volunteers for this activity. 
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Cllr. Eagle said the County Council has a fixed budget, but he did have some moveable speed signs that 

could be loaned to Parish Councils on a rotational basis to those parishes that did not have their own. 

They do need to be moved on a regular basis as drivers become ‘sign blind’. If this approach was 

successful, then Cllr. Eagle would try to increase the number of signs he has.  

There was mention of motorbikes using Peddars Way footpaths which should not be used for bikes. 

Merton is having problems with motorbikes.  

The meeting was re-opened at 20.25. 

 

7. To discuss Breckland Local Plan. 

Cllr. Cowen reiterated that the Local Plan would not be adopted until August/September 2019 (due to 

elections and the holiday period) so is some time away. The current plan and policies will carry the 

weight when deciding on planning outcomes until then. Application 3PL/2018/01576/O, 4 dwellings off 

Marlpit Road, was refused on this basis. Planning Inspector has made his amendments and the Parish 

Council is now able to comment on those changes via the Breckland Portal. It is a large document, but 

the PC should make their views known. All comments will be gathered and the amendments re-

considered to be taken forward or not. The document will then go to the Secretary of State. The 

Inspector’s amendments include some wording changes, ‘minor development’ to ‘appropriate scale’ 

developments, support self builds. Some wording is open to interpretation. For Thompson, the key thing 

is that the nature of the village will be preserved and the central, green area, a key part of the village 

should be maintained. Cllr. Cowen doesn’t think that HOU04 will hurt Thompson. The settlement 

boundary is also very tight. 

 

8. To discuss Parish Council elections. 

Confirmed that nomination forms need to be completed and hand delivered to Breckland Council 

Offices at Dereham. Worth using the checking facility in the foyer to save identifying any problems 

later.  

 

9. To receive reports and updates 

9.1 County Councillor (FE).  

The Chair agreed that Cllr. Eagle should give his report first so that he could get to his next 

meeting. Norfolk County Council finances. Council tax bill has increased by 2.99% equating to 

revenue receipts of £409 million. £1 billion is spent on support services including schools. 

Government support grants have been cut by £200 million. 122,000 children in Norfolk, 22,000 

with special needs (£500,000 spend per year). £250 million for adult social services. Extra 

costs associated with an ageing population. World book week to encourage adult reading. 

Transport costs are massive. However, the budget is applied, the council is struggling. Doom 

and gloom, but unfortunately, the council is experiencing exponential growth in costs.  

Cllr. Eagle was asked if he could help with the boat/footpath issue at Pockthorpe Lane and he 

agreed to get the briefing on it. This would be an agenda item for the next PC meeting. 

9.2 District Councillor (PC) 

Finances. The District Council has no reliance on government funded grants. The finances are 

sound having substantial funds in the bank. Have a property portfolio that generates a 

substantial income and shows 98% take up. Business growth is encouraged and the council 

receives a percentage of the business rates. Investing in market towns and developing new 

business areas to get rural communities back to work. Low unemployment figures. Building 

houses in Thetford to house workers for new businesses. A booming economy. The ‘Homes 

Bonus’ is ending soon so will lose that source of income.  

Capita’s performance at Breckland Council has improved dramatically. 

Cllr. Gregory asked about litter and fly tipping. The fly tipping regulation whereby tippers are 

fined has worked well. The highways are spoiled by litter. It was thought the District Council 

should be doing more but Cllr. Cowen explained that they only litter pick the big roads not the 

small roads. With the prison nearby, shame we can’t get the prisoners to help litter pick. It is 
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an education problem and people should take their litter home with them. Cllr. Gregory would 

send a letter to Cllr. Cowen to progress. 

 

9.3 Chair (JK).  

Spring litter pick organised for Sunday 7 April, 10 o’clock at Thompson Community Hall. 

Advertised in the Waylander and on notice boards. 

9.4 Community Hall (KW). 

Film night on 24 April is Bohemian Rhapsody. £5 per person including popcorn. Petanque terrain 

is now ready to use. Will be purchasing boules. Exhibition match organised with Great Ellingham. 

Challenging and good fun. Book Sale on Sunday 13 April. Ice cream Thursdays have not started 

yet due to the weather. Flower arranging demonstration, Easter theme with afternoon tea, 17 

April £5. Community Hall will break even this year, which is great. 

Show case day. An idea for all the groups and users of the Community Hall to showcase their 

particular organisation and their activities. The PC agreed it was a good idea and would be the 

organiser of this event as they are the neutral party. A date would be set for later in the year, 

possibly September.  

9.5 Millennium Green (IS) Nothing to update on the Millennium Green. 
 

10. To report on finance 
 

10.1 Financial position   

The bank account balances as at Tuesday 19 March 2019  

Barclays Community Account      £   12040.24    

Barclays Business Premium Account     £     1610.67 

TOTAL as per bank £ 13650.91   
 

 Summary (Including monies allocated) 

 Allocated to Sports Equipment (Approx.) – incl. latest grant £2300 £     6300.00  

 Allocated to Notice Board (Approx.)     £     1000.00 

 Thompson Parish Council      £     6350.91 

       TOTAL as per bank £  13650.91 
               

10.2 Money in since last meeting (15 Jan 2019) 

4/3/2019  Barclays Saver Account - Interest   £          0.80 

TOTAL IN £       0.80 

10.3  Cheques out (to sign) 

CHQ 690 Clerks Wages – Jan 2019    £       208.21 

CHQ 691 Clerks Wages – Feb 2019    £       208.21 

 CHQ 692 Reimburse Clerk – 8months postage   £         10.35 

        TOTAL OUT £    426.77 
 

10.4 Clerk’s Wages – new pay scales 2019/2020 

Last year pay grade SCP25 (Equivalent to New scale SCP17) (2018/2019) from 1/4/2018. 

Cllr. Kaye queried the step increase from SCP17 to SCP18 as the new pay scale showed a scale 

range change at that point.  
 

10.5 Actuals Vs Budget (See Table at end of minutes.) 

 

10.6 To update on Grass cutting contract 

The grass cutting contract with Serco was for 2 cuts per month (Approx. 14 cuts per year) 

from April to October (7 months of the year). This was a 3-year contract for 2016, 2017 & 

2018 so out of contract this year. Total Annual cost was £1038.73 (~£74 per cut).  

Quotes were initially requested from Serco (current contractor), CGM and Norse. 

Serco did not quote, saying, that due to contract changes they would not be in a position to 

quote for TPC grass cutting for 2019.  
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CGM quoted for equivalent work at £95 per cut (so approximately an extra £290 per annum).  

Norse have provided a quote of £3390 but this cannot be compared to the other quotes as it 

includes additional work and has not been itemised.  

TTSR. Third quote now received from TTSR. £65.62 per cut. March-October. 15 cuts. 

£984.30 plus vat. So £54.43 per annum less than Serco previous season. Will Smith of TTSR 

has also quoted for a 3 year contract with an uplift of 2% for each subsequent year. Therefore, 

£65.62 + VAT for 2019, £66.93 for 2020, £68.26 for 2021 etc. After three years the quote 

is still £10 cheaper than the nearest competitor. In summary: Annual cost of £984.30 plus Vat. 

(2019) Annual cost of £1003.95 plus Vat. (2020) Annual cost of £1024.03 plus Vat. (2021) 

TTSR provided the most cost effective quote. The Parish already had experience of Will’s work 

and were impressed. The Parish Council agreed to a 3 year contract with TTSR. TTSR would be 

contacted to confirm acceptance of quote and grass cutting would start as soon as possible.   

 

10.7 To discuss litter picking equipment 

Cllr. Winslow had found out that CPRE were giving away free litter picking equipment. Had been 

difficult to get equipment from Breckland Council recently when needed so she has ordered 20 

sets. Already has some bags. PC had agreed to pay for some equipment if not funded. 

 

11. To consider planning applications 

11.1 Planning outcomes since last meeting 

3PL/2018/1502/HOU – Jennings/Oakfield House/Single storey extn. (010) PERMISSION 

3PL/2018/1576/O - PARROT/Land off Marlpit Road/4 dwellings (012) REFUSED 

11.2 Applications pending outcome 

There were no applications pending outcome. 

11.3 New applications since last meeting 

3PL/2019/0155/F – Blue Oak Developments, c/o AR Planning/Land to the east of Marlpit Road and 

south of Mill Road Thompson IP24 1PH/Erection of 8no. dwellings comprising 1no. bungalow, 2no. 

affordable units and 5no. houses with associated access, parking and landscaping. Emily Warner of ARP 

had given a presentation and answered questions earlier in this meeting at Item 5. Cllr. Cowen said this 

application was full of holes, big enough to drive a combine harvester through. Should the application 

be referred to the Breckland Planning Committee, Cllr. Cowen will speak against this application and 

suggested PC and residents must also speak. The Chair asked for comments from the Parish Councillors. 

8 new houses are too many, some 5 bedroomed and potentially 24 extra cars (said ARP). No one in 

favour and no benefits to the community. No mains sewerage. All acknowledged there was no support 

for the application at this meeting confirmed by a show of hands, none in favour and no abstainers. 18 

plus 7 councillors all objected. The PC must represent the views of the residents. As the vote to oppose 

was unanimous, the Chair of the PC would draft a response, circulate to councillors, and once agreed 

the Clerk would post on the planning website by 25 March deadline.  

 

12. To discuss responsibility for the village defibrillator   

There are two defibrillators in the village. One on an outside wall at the school, the second inside the 

Community Hall. Linda doesn’t want to take responsibility for the defibrillator at the hall on her own. 

Theresa Blake is happy to monitor consumables (battery and pads etc.). Proposed that the PC adopts 

it and ringfences £100 funds for maintenance as and when required, which shouldn’t be every year. 

The council voted unanimously in favour of the proposal to adopt. Cllr. Gregory proposed and Cllr. 

Winslow seconded this motion. 

 

13. To discuss ordering and siting of the adult exercise equipment (Caloo) and siting of the benches 

Cllr Kaye has been in contact with Caloo to arrange a survey visit and asked Councillors to join her at 

the visit to agree siting of the equipment.  Cllr Kaye will get quotes for installing the additional benches. 

 

14. To agree Parish Council meeting dates for 2019/2020 

The following dates had been previously circulated to the Parish Councillors and the hall booked. 
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July 2019  Tuesday 16 all at 7.30pm 

September 2019 Tuesday 17 

November 2019 Tuesday 19           

January 2020  Tuesday 21           

March 2020  Tuesday 17           

May 2020  Tuesday 19   All dates were agreed as OK.    
 

15. To discuss any correspondence  There was no correspondence. 
 

16. AOB  

The church mower was unfortunately now beyond repair. Mrs Wolstenholme may have a replacement. 

The church was grateful to the PC for the money it had donated. 

The garden at No.1 College Road needs a tidy. The clerk to write to Amanda Byrne at Thompson Hall 

Cottage. 

Bins and rubbish. There have been complaints about the quantity of rubbish left outside No 2 Airey 

Houses, which frequently can’t be accommodated in the bins. The Clerk to write to Flagship. 

Repairs to pavement along School Road will be done over the Easter holidays. 
 

17. Date of next Meeting 

  Tuesday 7 May 2019 at 7.00pm in Thompson Community Hall – Annual Parish Meeting (Annual Assembly) 

followed by Annual Parish Council Meeting (AGM). Please note earlier start to accommodate the Annual 

Parish Meeting.  
 

The meeting closed at 21:50 
 

10.5 Actuals Vs Budget 

 

  

Thompson Parish Council Budget Vs Actual 2018/2019

(19/3/19)

 Budget Budget Actual to date Forecast Forecast

2017-2018 2018-2019 2018-2019 2018-2019 2019-2020

INCOME

Precept 5,050.00 5,250.00 5,250.00 5,250.00 5,250.00

Grant 111.00 56.00 56.00 56.00 0.00

Recycling 0.00 200.00 272.02 272.02 272.00

Interest (Barclays Saver) 0.00 0.00 3.20 3.20 3.20

Other 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Total 5,161.00 5,506.00 5,581.22 5,581.22 5,525.20

EXPENDITURE

Staff Costs including PAYE 2,500.00 2,200.00 2,066.48 2,274.69 2,630.00

Payroll services 120.00 120.00 90.00 120.00 120.00

Postage 10.35 0.00 10.35 10.35 15.00

Insurance 356.00 390.00 399.03 399.03 400.00  May be able to reduce this cost.

Grass cutting 1,038.00 1,038.00 964.53 964.53 984.30 Cheapest quote

Training 0.00 200.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 No training budget ?

Printer/consumables 0.00 0.00 53.31 53.31 50.00

Website 0.00 0.00 99.95 99.95 100.00

Capital 0.00 0.00 685.00 685.00 0.00 No capital expenses ?

Miscellaneous 300.00 300.00 127.90 ** 140.45 200.00 Contingency

Donation - St. Martin's Church 500.00 500.00 287.72 287.72 500.00

Donation - Wayland Partnership 300.00 300.00 300.00 300.00 300.00

Donation - Thompson Community Hall 150.00 300.00 300.00 300.00 300.00

Subs - Norfolk ALC 105.00 111.00 115.43 115.43 120.00

Subs - Community Action Norfolk 50.00 50.00 50.00 50.00 50.00

Subs - Info Comm Registration 0.00 0.00 35.00 35.00 40.00

Election costs 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 720.00 One off cost for 2019 elections

Total 5,429.35 5,509.00 5,584.70 5,835.46 6,529.30 5,809.30 (Minus £720)

 Budget Budget Actual to date Forecast Forecast

2017-2018 2018-2019 2018-2019 2018-2019 2019-2020

Budget £5509 minus forecast expenditure for year £5835.46 -326.46 Over budget £685 last year ?

Income £5581.22 minus forecast expenditure £5835.46 -254.24 Over budgeted income

MISC: Oak post. Laptop padlock and drive


